Recent years have seen a resurgence in research on city systems and urban networks (Taylor et al. 2013) . It is laudable that one of the leading authors on the forefront of that revival has committed himself to writing a textbook for university students. The result is an accessible book that explains what urban network research is all about in clear, univocal terms.
As the geographic scale increases in the later chapters, the network approach starts to feel inclusive for a larger range of relevant topics. The city-level chapters (5 and 6), on urban form and organization, address much more formal networks such as infrastructure and organization, which have long since been studied with network analysis and provide excellent introductions in the respective subjects. Chapters 7, 8, and 9 zoom out to the regional, national, and global scales, respectively, and provide a more-or-less state-ofthe-art introduction to the issues of polycentric urban networks and global/world city research, which are highly recommended. The final chapter is on "the new science of urban networks," which discusses some of the "universal network science" concepts such as "free scale networks," "small worlds," and preferential attachment. Although meaningful and relevant, the chapter feels a bit too reminiscent of the days when we tried to "fit" urban systems in "general systems theory," and some disclaimers regarding scientific universalism might have been in place.
The book's approach to combine two important topics, in combination with a "scalar" exposition in which the subject matter is treated scale by scale, makes the book strongly reminiscent-a network analyst would say isomorphic-of Flint and Taylor's (2000) Political Geography: World-Economy, Nation-State & Locality.
1 In the case of Flint and Taylor, the book is built around the juxtaposition of political geography and world systems theory in the same way as Neal juxtaposes urban studies and social network analysis. And the peculiar combination of strengths and weaknesses that emerges from such an approach is evident in both books. Where both subjects mesh well, the book works exceptionally well: like the chapters on infrastructure and city networks. Where the subjects mesh less well, they tend to feel a bit artificially imposed on one another such as the aforementioned weaknesses in the chapters on urban politics or culture. The advantage of such an approach for pedagogical reasons is that the subject matter seems much less ambiguous than it actually is. At the same time, we might want to teach our students that the world has more ambiguity and rough edges than our models of it purport. Its self-assurance is the weakness of this lucid, well-written, and pedagogically sound textbook on two crucial topics in contemporary urban studies.
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